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THE PLAIN TRUTH
ABOUT THE

OLD AND NEW COVENANTS

Exactly what are the Old and New Covenants? And what do
these covenants have to do with Spirit-begotten Christians
today?

mandments did not exist until Moses at Mt
inai and that they lasted only until Jesus.
Christ’s death,

‘According t this tesching, Jesus came 10 estab.
lish a New Covenant containing only grace and
Dromises —but certainy o lav.

‘Surprising as it may seem to many professing
Christians, God's Law did not begin when God
nade the covenant at M. Sina with ancient aeac.
The law of God had been in full force and effect
since before Adam!

A Coin et todey s tat the Ten Com

God's Law Boforo Adam

To fully understand the truth about the Old and
New Covenants, we need to be reminded of a very
basic fact: God's law of love existed long before
Adam and Eve!

We learned in a previous esson that the way of
Jie by which the two members of the God family
ave ahways livedis the way of ove God has always
loved the Word and the Word has always loved
God. The two have lived in perfect harmony from.
eternity (John 10:30). The love they have fo each
ther—this way of lfe i the atitude motivating
al that the God family does.

The love of God it oulflowing toward others.
God s concerned about the welfare of all His
created beinge. God's lve i the atitude of cooper
ation, serving, helping. It is the way of “give
instead of

“The eternal God has ordained that weall earn to
live His way of love, And how is God's love
deined? “For this i the love of G, that we keep
his commandments: and his commandments are
ot grievous” (1 John 5:3).

Bt to what commandments s the apostle John
ceerring?

When the Word was the human Jesus Christ
nearly 2,000 years ago, someone asked Him a smi-
lar question. Chest answered, “Thou shalt do no
murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou
chalt ot steal, Thou shalt not bear falso witnes,
Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thysel” (Mati. 19:18-19).
Jesus obviously was talking about the Ten Com-
mandments

The Ten Commandments constitute a spiritusl
lase that s inexorable and eternal—a law that is
love and the fulfillment of which i love (Rom.
1310). The essence of God's spiritual law is love
toward God and love toward fellowman (Matt.
22:36.40). The st four of the Ten Command.
mens teach us how to love God. And the las six
teach us how to love our fellowman.

Since God's very nature s ove (1 John 416), His
law rffects His nature, describing His loing char-
acter. And since God's character will never change
(M. 26; Heb. 1358, His spiriual law will never
change or be done awas! (Ps. 1117-8)

Results of Sin

Why don't we have universal peace, harmony
and cooperation in the world oday? Because of the
transgression of God'slaw oflove! Disobedience to
the Ten Commandments has produced all the dis-
cord, unhappiness, sffeing and death the world
s experienced since Adam!

‘Our previos lesons revealed that the govern:
ment of God was established on carth when God
placed angels here to fnish it creation. God's gov-
rnment, which is based on His aw of ove, regu-

Cesson 17
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‘WHAT OUR
STUDENTS SAY

Thank you for giving me the privilge of receiv
ing such a wonderful Bible course. 1t has opened
my eyes o s0 many things. AL first 1 just could not
accept what 1 read. But when | began to scarch the
Secriptures and found what the course said was
there, 1 tarted to realy read the Bible."

—RW. Huntsville, Texas

I think you can expect several new enrollments
for the Bible correspondence course very shortly.
Severalfriends came over while | was completing o
lesson, and after looking at what [ had they asked
what o do o get the same!”

“TN., Panama City, Florida

“Im really glad I started taking your course. 've
taken other Bible courses, but they don't encour-
age you to read the Biblo and write the verses so
ou would remember it for a longer time. They
don't supply supplementary reading,cither.”

. Jacksonvill, Florida

“When I received my latst leson of your Bible
correspondence course, 1 was delighted a always.
‘As an educator | can say n al candor that this has
been the finest course I have ever taken, and for
superior to any | hase ever taught. Please use the
enclosed donation any way the Chuch sees it
—T.3., Huntington Station, New York

“When 1 was first being called by God, | studied
my Bible with the course. Now after being in God's
Chureh for six years, I'm doing the course once
again. This time it is just as exciting and scems to
have decper meaning. Thank you for extending the
lessons beyond Lesson 12 50 we can have a guide
for our Bible study.”

3,

erling, Alaska
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od s made  covenant with the ancient ation of
el which was later called the “01d Covenant.”
But the most important covenant—the “New Cove-
nant”—is et tobo madein thefuture!

Exactly what are the O1d and New Covenants?
What does the Bible say was the fault of the Old
and uhy is the New necessary? How can we enter
into a New Covenant relationship with God and
when wil the New Covenant be made?

Before you begin this study, be sure to gt your
Bible 50 you can turn to and read al the verses
given in answer to_the questions in this lesson.
ou will also find it very profitable to copy these
verses in’ notebook. This will not only enable
you to easily reviow your studics at any time in
the future, it will also help you 1o remember
these important seriptures
Now let's begin another fascinating studs!

LESSON 17

Difference Between a Covenant
‘and a Tostament

Ore of the most important doctrines the living
(Christ s revealed to His Church s that of the OId
and New Covenants. Unfortunately, many care.
lessly confuse the word “covenant” with “testa

‘Atestament i not a covenant, and a covenant is
nota testament. Yet common religious wage seems
o confuse them. . s important, at the outset, to
understand the difference.

A testament i an act o writen instrument by
which a person. bequeaths or wills certain of his
possessons o another. It usually is ot a payment
or reward for work or obligation performed.

But acovenant, comments Webster, i “a mutusl
agreement, a lega undertaking to do or to refrain
from some act; a document containing the terms of
agreement.” In biblical usage a covenant i a con-
tract, o agreement, by which one party promises
certain rewards or payments in return for cor
tipulated performance by the other party.

Let's notice now the covemant God made with
one of the patriarchs.

1. What was the covenant God made with Abra
bam? Gen, 12:1-7; 1518, What were the terms or
conditions Abraham had to fulfilin order that he
and his descendanta might receve the promises of
Godls cosenant with him? Gen, 12:1; 17:19

Comset: Notice that Abraham was to depart
the land of his birth for the tercitory of Canaan.
Another requirement Abraham had to fulfl as his

o the covenant was o walk before God and bo
erfect” or upright. 1f Abeaham would comply,
then God, in turn, bound Himself to ulfil the
specifc promises in His covenant with Abraham.

Notice that no death had to take place to make
this covenant binding, as would have been neces
sary i this were @ testament.

2. Did God establish the same covenant with
Abraham's son Tsaac? Gen. 17:19. To which of
Tsasc's sons was the covenant later passed? Gen.
2270

Connr: God's covenant with Abraham was
confirmed to Issac and 1o his son Jacob, whose
name was changed (o Tsral

Years later, because of a great famine n the land
of Canaan where Tsracl lived, the patriarch and his
family moved to Goshen in Baypt. There, his
descendants grew into  lrge nation. Through cir-
cumstances beyond thei contral, they eventually
became enslaved to the Egypians.

3. Did God look down upon the captive chidren
of Tirael and remember His covenant with their
Torefathers? B 2:23.25

Coumet: Through  series of miracles God
relesed the chidren of Tiral from bondage and
led them out o Faypr.

God’s Covenant With Ancient Isra

1. Whete did God lead the lsraclites on their
way from Egypt to the Promised Land? Ex.
1912,

2. id God propose to make a covenant with the
ehildren of Tarael? Verses 3.6, What would be the
peaples’ part of the agreement? Verse 5. What
would be God's part of the agrecment? Verses
56,

‘Conen: Through Moses, God proposed a cov.
enant with the lsraclite. In it God promised to
make them a great nation f they would obey Him.
Notice the very large IF in this covenant agree-
ment.

3. Did the peaple agree to God's condition”
Verse .
Coumnr: The people glibly agreed. "All that

the Lorp hath spoken we will do.” they promised.
They were so cortain of their own abilty to obey

s
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lated the angels” activitis. 1t regulated thei rela-
ionship with God and with each other.

“There was peace, harmony, joy and accomplish.
ment on earth-—until the anginted cherub Licifer
robelled against the government of God and sinned
0 Peter 2:4). A third of the angels followed him in
this rebellion. Paul said sin cannot be imputed.
there is no law to transgress! (Rom. 5:13) Since
Lucifer and the angels sinned, there had to be law
they transressed! That law was Goc'slaw of loe,
“The faithful angels have continued t live by God's
commandments (Ps, 103:20-21).

Much later, God created the first man and
woman. He instructed them in His way. God
revealed that lving by His aw of love would result
in happiness, joy and material abundance. Th
God taught the Ten Commandments to Adam and
Eve, He alsorevealed the resuls of disobeying that
[

“After instructin the first man and woman in His
way, God required them to make a chaice. Adam,
i order to receive God's Holy Spirit (symbolized
by the “tree of fe”) and restore the government of
God to carth, would have to reject Satan's way of
gt and follow God's way of “give”—the way of
His law of love, At that time the former Lucifer,

now Satan the devil, was there in the garden of
Eden to tempt the frst humans.

‘Adam chose to reject God. Ho made this fateful

n or himselfand the whole world, which has

ed from hirn. God therefore drove our frst
parents out of the garden of Eden and shut man-
Kind off from access to the Holy Spirt. From then
on, God would reveal the true knowlodge and
understanding of His spiritual law and plan only to
those of His choosing (John 6:44; | Peter 1:10-12).
Man would not have free access to God's Holy
Spirit and spiritual understanding again until
Christ's return o put an end to Satan’s reign (Rev.
20119

During the succeeding nearly six millennisl
‘days” of Satan's rule, those rlatively few whom
God has called—His “firtiruits” —have indeed
reccived His Holy Spiri and been begotten spiri
tually. They have the opportunity to ente into &
special covenant relationship with God!

God's Covenants With Man

od has made a number of covenants with
humans. There were the covenants with the
patriarchs Noah and Abraham and with King David,

‘CONSEQUENCES OF SIN—Thouoh God insrcted Adam snd Evo i His commandnents, they chose 10
Tollow 1 way of Satan, s culing themselves and thlr Gescondant of fom access o God's Hay Sp

mbolized by the 1106 of .

Anbasaador Colege B
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God that they readily afirmed they would abide by
the covenant

. Since the lsraclites expressed their desire 1o
enter into a covenant with God, what did He
inform Moses He would do on the third day? Verse
11, How docs the Bible deseribe this awesome.
event? Verses 1620,

5. Exactly what did God tel the people they
had 10 do to obey Him —to ulfll their part of
the covenant with God? Ex. 20117 Deut. 55
21

Comnx: On the third day, amid an awesome
display of lightning, thunder and thick clouds
swirling over the mountain, God's powerful voice
thundered in ther eas the basc i of His govern-
ment—the great spiriual law defining, n princi-
ple, God’s way of e

This covenant made at Mt Sinai—called the
“0ld Covenant” today—imposed upon the people
of Tsrael certain terms and conditions to be per.
formed. The people wero Lo keep the Ten Com
mandments. And the reward for obedience woul
be to make Iracl a nation “above all people.
Notice that the promises were purely national and
material. There was no mention of spiritual bies
ings.

6. Did God, with His own finger, write these.
commandments on tables of stone? Deut. 522;
e

7. After God had given the Ten Commandments
tothe Isracites, what did o instruct Moses to sl
before the people? Deut. 6:1; 45.

‘Conmnt: God revesled to Moses additionsl
laws—various applications of the Ten Command-
ments in the form of civil statutes and judgments
(detailed in Exodus 20:22 through chaper 23). God
introcted Moses o write these statutes and judy
ments in a book called the “Book of the Covenani
(Ex. 24:4,7). These additional laws thus became
part of the covenant God made with Isracl.

Did the Israclites formally agree before God
that they would abey all the laws of His covenant?
Ex. 24,7

Was the covenant then ratifed, or sealed
‘made binding—with blood? Verses 6.5.

‘Comnn: Once a covenant i signed, sealed or
ratfed—confirmed it cannot be added to (Gal
315). Anything appearing “beneath the signa
ture,” 50 1o speak, is not legally any part of the
covenant. Notice the words “the covenant, which
the Lows hath made with you” (Ex. 248). It was
then already made-— completed! This s very
important to note, as we wil see laer.

1 the lsraclites would keep the law i the letter,
God would keep His part of the covenant. He

‘would fulfilall the material promises of this mate
rial covenant (L. 26:3-13; Deut. 28:1-11).

A Marriage Covenant

‘When the Word (John 1:1:3), who later became
the human Jesus Chist (verse 14), made the first
man and woman, He established the marriage rla-

wship (Gen. 221-25). Conturies latr, this same
divine Personage entered into a “marriage” rela
onship with the nation of Isracl Few understand
this important fact.

1. When and how did the One who later became.
Jesus Christ become Israel’s husband? Jer. 3131
32 Baek. 16:8. Also notice in Bxodus 19:8 and 247
the “T do” agreement made by the “wife"—
Isracl—to her “Husband,” Yahwoh, the Lowo— the
One wha became Christ.

‘Compi: The covenant made at My, Sinai was
typical of a marriage contract between a man and
woman. It was, symbolically speaking, a “mar-
inge" agreement betsween the Word (Christ) and
the nation of Tsracl

‘As the Lown who dealt with Old Testament
Tsracl, Chrit—the Husband —promised to materi
ally provide for and protect the nation o congrega-
tion of Lsracl. The nation, as the wife, in turn
agreed to remain faithful o Him—to reffain from
‘any adulterous or whorish relations with the pagan
ods of other nations (Ex. 34:12-17). Tsrael as
nation, accepted the role of a wife, to obey her
Husband.

2. What were the blessings Israel's Husband
would provide His wifeif she would live by the lows
she agreed to keep? Review Leviticus 26:3-13 and
Deuteronomy 26114,

‘Coms: Recall that in Lesson 16 we covered
the great material blessings the children of lsrael
would receive if they obeyed God's laws. We also
caw what. corses would result if they disobeyed
(Lew. 26:14-39; Deut. 28:15.68).

Based on G

‘s Eternal Law

Gorl's eterna, spiitual law existed long before
Adam and Eve were created. Recall that immedi.
ately after the creation of the frst human beings,
God taught them His commandments. But our
first. parents quickly disobeyed their Creator and
cut themselves and their descondants off from
access to God's Holy Spirit

The biblcal record shows that God's law was
known by only @ special few in ancient times.
“Those whom the Eternal individually caled to per
form & special work n His service—the patriarchs

7
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peaple afterstating them with His own voice. The
ciil statutes and judgments were also revealed to
Tsraeltoshoss how the Ten Commandments should
e applid tothe physical nation. (Recall that these
il lows were written in the “Book of the Cove-
nant"™ Ex. 243.4,7),

In general, the Ten Commandments apply o
individual conduct, the statutes o national or
church affars, and the judgmens to legal decisons
rendered according 1o the principle of the Ten
Commandments and the statutes.

Let's notico an example of how the statutes
amplify the Ten Commandments.

3. What is the First Commandment? Ex, 205
What statute magnifies this command, or describes
one mspect of how to keep it? Ex. 214

Coumnt: The First Commandment says,

Thou shalt have no other gods before me." The
statutes regarding annual festivals magnify the

irst Commandment—explain how, in a positive
‘way, to ensure that one worships the one true God:
“Three times fin the vear] thou shal keep a feast
untome.. (Ex. 2314). Those who obey ths sta-
ute kep in special contact with the Creator God
and in the knowledge of Hi great plan for man
Kkind.

Many additional laws —such as Exodus 22:16,
19, for example-—specify in greater detail how the
Seventh Commandment, “Thau shalt not commit
‘adultery.” s to be applied.

So not only are the statutes based on the Ten
Commandments, they <pell out in detal how 1o
keep God's spirtual law as codifed in the Ten
Commandments

‘A important point 1o remember in what we
have just studied is this: since God's Ten Com.
mandments, statutes and judgments exised before
the covenant was made with Tracl, they were not
abolished in A, 31 at the crucfxion of Jesus
Christ. The cestation of the need o a covenant now
made old could not render null and void what that
first covenant did no bring into force! God's Com-
mandments are eternal (Pralm 11178

Sacrificial Laws Added Later

When God brought srae to Mt Simi, He gave
the Ten Commandments to them. He allowed
Moses to declare to Tarel the statutes and juds-
‘ments because the people didn't want o hear them
personally delivered by God (Exodus chapters 20
24) These statutes and judgments, s we have just
Scen, magnify the Ten Commandments,

Bt when did the physical ceremnies and sacr
fice begin? When did they cease o have force and

Magnifying
the Law

targe vpon and

Commandm
Hobraw Gble

Covson 17
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and prophets of ald—knew and kept God's

mandments, statutes and other laus,
that we fully understand this ack
proceed in our study of the Od and New Cove
nants n the Bible,

1. AS we learned in Lesson 16, the patrarch
Abraham was called by God for a speial purpose
God made  covenant ith Abraham and revesied
torhim a special nderstanding of Hi eternal, epir-
itual . Are we learly o that Abraham obeved
God's commandments and laws? Gen. 265, What
ele did he obey

Counannr, Abr
Ten Commandments. He alo

pressions of the
maker, usualy commanding o forbidding cerain
fcance than th ten great
the statutes and other laws
sctually magnis, orreve specifc applia
he Ten Commandments
‘Along with the statutes, God sl gave the
patriarchs His judgments for the protection of
Cveryone's legalrights, The judgments are binding
ecisons based on Go's previously reveaed aw,

God revealed 1o the people of Tacl laws which
were afready in force 1516

Conptnt: Tiacl could o refuse
that did not exis! Both these instances
befor the nation reached Mt Sina

ant was made through Moces.

Thus the Bible shows that the commandments,
statutes and jodgmenta-—all based on the princ
Dl of love ioward God and Jove toward man.
erein force prir to chment of God's
swenant with the nator

e why did God have o reveal His I o the
children of arae when establishing His covenant
ith them?

ceurred
before the

Simply because the peoplehadsrayed sofr from
thetruthby thetim

Hislaws and sat
Isnelhad o

dhadtoreveal
ancictathe lsraelites. Ancient.
it ot o, ofthe knowledgeot
while in Egyptian bondage. Sine the
Ten Commandments wre lreads inforce, the nly
g new about them at M. Sina was the written,
codifed form i which God presented them t the






index-10_1.png
lfect? And how can we distinguish them from the
atutes and laws of the Old Covenant?

1. Notice that thero is only one sacrifice men
ioned in the Book of the Covenant, What i t? Ex,
2318,

Conmr: God called it “MY sacifce.” The
Passover was insttuted in Bgypt (Bx. 12:1-11),
weeks before Sinai. 1 was repeated inthe covenant
made at Sinai, but it was not instituted by that
covenant! (Remember, a covenant is an agreement
betuseen two parties that may involve previously
exising matters)

2. When God spoke the terms of Hiscovenant o
the sraelitesafte they were brought out o Egypt,
did He also give instructions fo asacrficial syst
of laws? Jer. :22.23

Conmen: God did not orginally command sac
ifces {0 be offred. This explains why the tempo-
rary sacrfices—instituted after the first coven:
was made and ratifid at Sinai--were NOT perpet.
uated by different symbs in the New Testament
Church. Only the Passover s continued—with the
different New Testament sywpois of unleavened
bread and wine. Why is the Passover continued
today? Because it began before the covenant was
‘made at Sinai

“The very fact that Jesus substtuted unleasened
bread and wine for the Passover lamb only, and not
for the Levitical offerings, is a pRoow that the cere
monial offerings were temporary and not binding
today. But the Passover, in its New Testament
form, i binding!

{ow notice further proof of thes facts.
3. When and why did God command the seacl
ites {0 perform physical ceremonies and sacrifices?
Gal 319,

Comnn: Paul explains that the temporary
rivuals and sacrifices were afterward “added
because of transgressions”—because God's spii-
tual law s being broken by the Tsraclites.

When God made His covenant. with ancient
Iacl, He wrote the Ten Commandments on two
tables of stone. At that time He also had Moses
write His civil statutes and judgments in a boot.
But this book did not, at first, contain the laws of
burnt offeings, sacifces and washings. God had
these added later—within a year—as 4 separate
part of the civl statutes because the Iiraelites had
transgressed His laws.

The keeping of these ritualistic laws required
much laborious work, as can be scen by the first
coven chapters of Levitcus. That is why i came to
be known as the “works of the law” in New Testa.
ment times (Gal. 216).

4. How long was this additional aw to ast? G

THE PASSOVER prodtod tho 016 Covenant and
Tottament synbisa of bread and wine 88 Cri,
‘o passover” I or. 57, commanded.

319, Noticethe words “tll th seed [Christ] should
come.” What was the purpose of this law of
‘works™ Verse 24; Heb. 101,12

Comntr: These. physical s foreshadowed
the sacrificeof Christ and were a “reminder of sin”
o teach the peaple the need of the Messiah-—the
true Passover Lamb (1 Cor. 57)—who would pay
the penalty of uman transgession fo all mankind
(Heb. 10), at which time these sacrifcial laws
would cease.

Notice that these temporary rtualisti ows did
ot definesin. They were “reminders” of sin. God's
spiritual lows define sin. The laws which cxplain
what sn i are the ones we are to keep i the spirit
as well s in the lette today.

“The principle of voluntary offering of sacriices
existed, of course, before Moses. From the begin.

ing Christ volunieered 1o offer Himself 1o pay for
the sins of mankind (Rev. 133). Cain and Abel
made voluntary offerings 1o God (Gen 4:3.4) But
i the period from Mosesto Chist, the practice of
iving offrings was commanded, made ritalitic
‘nd regulated in great deta

Why?

Simply because,as we learned in Lesson 16, the

‘Amoassader Golege Bible Carespondence Gourse
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with their eyes, but the law was not within their
hearts and minds. The law was not a part of them.
But under the terms of the New Covenant, Christ
s promised that He will make o marrige agree:
ment 0wy with those who have had the principles
of His law indelibly written in their hearts and
minds by the Holy Spirit:

“The New Covenant will not be made with flesh-
carnal seaclites who can stilin-— it wil correct
that fault This time it will be made with Spiric-
born Isracites who have been forgiven their sins
and who have God's laws written in ther minds
and hearts so they can't sin and break the cove.
nant. The apastle John reveals that it is only at the
resurrection when we are “born again”—composed
of spiri—that we won't be able o s because we
will have God's holy,righteous nature—His divine
character-— permanently implanted in us (1 John
30:11 Peter 1

The New Covenant will ot be made with Gen
e, as many peaple falsely assume. The cove
nants and the promises pertain to lsracl (Rom.
9:1). So what about the Gentiles? Wl they be
totally left out?

6. Do Gentiles have any hope of ever being par.
takers of the promises God made to Abraham, as
well s the promises of the New Covenant? Eph.
201113, 19; Gal. 329 Rom, 11:11-25,

‘Comntr: In Leston 16 we learned the details of
how men and women of all aces, nationalities and
languages on carth, theough Chris, can enter into
the New Covenant relationship with Him-by

coming “spirtual Israelites”) Through Christ,
who died to set in motion His irrevocable il of
testament, it s possble for people of all nations to
become heirs “according o the promise” God
made to Abrabam and eventully to enter into the
New Covenant marrige.

Torms of the New Covenant

A prevalent teaching within professing Chis.
anity today claims that the fault with tho Old
Cosenant was God'slawe—that a1 the OId had law,
the New abolishes the Ten Commandments and
based wholly on prowses. Let's understand
how false this teaching really is!

1.1 the “Loko™ (Chris) the Messenger of the.
New Covenant? Mal. 1, last part, What message
did Christ preach during His ministzy? Mark
4

Consr: Jesus Christ was prophesied to come
s the Messenger of the New Covenant, And the
terms o the New Covenant are part of the Gospel
of the Kingdom of God He preached!

PAGAN 1D0L st of
onceptof 00" 4nd worehN 1 8 oo
Glom et . S begoren Crsians worshs
o ling Cramor, wha 15 siching s aw i e

anioing some vague

‘Ambassader Collge Bible Corospondence Cowrss
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children of lsrael were a physical, carnal people.
without the Holy Spirit. They could not. offer
themselves in spiritual obedionce to God (Deut.
20:4), 50 God gave them situalistic washings 0
perform and had them offer animals and other
physical types s substitutes. They needed to be
reminded of Josus' then-future sacrifice and of the
Holy Spirit, pictured by the various washings,
which leanses us from sin.

These laws had no further use when the Lamb of
God died for the sins of the world, and when the
Holy Spirt hecame available or those God would
call. But note that the rtualsti laws did not cease
becatse they were part of the OId Covenant. They
were addod ofter the covenant or marriage agree.
ment between Christ and lsrael was raifed (Exo-
dus 24). These laws ceased to be necessary only
because.the true sacrifice for sin- Christ—had
been offered!

Isracl By

ks the Agreement

1. Recall that the covenant made at Sinai was o
marriage agreement between ancient Isracl and the
member of the God family who became Josus
Christ. Did Tsrael break that marriage contract?
e, 5675 1110
ounexT: Ancint srael became two nations —
the House o Tsrae in the north and the House of
Judah in the south. The House of Tsrael was not
Taithful to her part of the marriage agreement. The
people turned from worshipping God and followed
the customs of the heathen, serving their false
sods. They broke their part of the marriage cove-
nant by committing spiritual “adultery.”

2 Since God i holy, He does not “co-exist” with
1. Was He therefore forced to separate from His
“wite"? [ 591-2. Did Christ“divorce” the House
of Lsracl? Jer, 35 a. 501

‘Comnen: The relationship became so bad that
the Eternal was fnally forced into divorcing His
own peaple —the ten northern tribes of the House
of rael T was the House of erael's grievous sins
that separated.her from God. God punished the
nation by sending the peoplo out of Palestine into
Assyrian captivity (11 Kings 17:6-19).

God did not, however,send the House of Judah
permanently away—He sent them into temporary.

on for their sins (1l Chronicles

36:14-21). Many in Judah repented, after separa-
on from God, and retuened to the land under the
terms of the covenant. made at Mt Sinai. But
Judah became a self-righteous nation, s ilus.
rated by the Pharisces of Josus' day

The Word, the One who became Jesus Christ,

had drawn up terms or a new marriage geemen.
Later, the human Jesus Chist, Judah's Husband,
died, and. the last remnant of the marriage estab-
Jished at M. Sinaiended. His death freed Him rom

dicd! Now He s free to enter into a new marriage.
agreement with a repentant, forgiven, sin.free
“spiritual larael"—the New Testament Church,
which will be born of God when Christ returns!

We'l learn mare about this shortly. But frs,
let’s understand exactly why a New Covenant i
necessary.

A NEW Marri

Covenant Proposed

1. Did the Word prormise that He would make a
N covenant—a new marriage agreement —with
Isracland Judah even before Old Covenant Judah
had gone into captiviy for disobeying His law? Jer.
ata,

2. speaking of Christ's spiritual ofce of High
Prict today, did Poul plinly tate that Chrict il
establish & Now Covenant with His people? Hob.
86

3. Docs the reason that a New Covenant must be
made I in the fact tha there was a fault with the
0ld Covenant? Verse 7. Was the fault with the
law? Pe. 197; Rom. 712

. Since the fault was not with the law, which is
perfect, nor with God, who was able to keep His
part of the covenant, who was at fault? Heb 88
Natice especiall the first five and last ten words.
‘What, specifcally, was that. fault? Deut. 529

Comstr: The wealness of the Old Covenant
was ot n the laws, but in the people with whom it
was made. Why? I{ was not possibe for them to be
faithful to the righteous conditions God prescribed
in His covenant hecause there was no promise of
receiving the Holy Spirit, which would have
enabled them to obes! Since Tsrol did not have &
God.fearing nature within them, they did not keep
their part of the marriage agreement. This cond:
tion will be changed when the New Covenant is
made.

God, of course, knew ancient lsrae] would break.
the covenant He made with them. He waned to
teach mankind valuable lessons throvgh Tsrael’s
examples of flageant disobedience!

5. Under the terms of the New Covenant, what
does God propose to do? Heb. 89.10; Jer. 31:33 By
what power are those laws written? Il Cor. 33

Couer: Under the firstmarriage covenant
made at Sinai, God wrote the Ten Commandments
on two tables of stone. The people could se the lnw
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Just s Moses was the mediator of the Old Cove.
nant made at M. Sinoi, o Chrst i the mediator of
the New Covenant. And just o His marriage with
Isracl ot Mt Sinai set up the physical kingdom of
Iscael,sothe marriageofthe Church o Christwill et
up the spiritual Kingdom of God. Thus the good
s of that coming marriage acually i the Gospel
Jesuspreached —the coming Kingdom of God!

2. Are repentance and blie in the Gospel part
of the term of the New Covenant? Mark 1:15. Did
Christ later instruct His disciples to teach the
torms of the New Covenant o all the world? Matt
261920,

Conir: The Gospel of the Kingdom of God
contain the terms and conditions forenterin
the New Covenant agreement with Jesus Chiist.
And Jesus” teachings 1o His disciples explain the
terms of the New Covenant. But exactly what are
the rest of the terms we muststive to abide by to
enter intothe newmarriage covenant with Chrisc?

. 1 obedience to the Ten Commandments a
requirement of the New Cosenant? Matt, 19:17-19.

Cominr: Keeping God's spiritual law as
defined in the Ten Commandments is one of the
conditions of the New Cavenant

. There are those who claim Jesus came o do
away with all the lws of God, including the stat.
utes and judgments which were partof the tress o
the first covenant. What does Christ say about
this? Matt. 5:17.20,

Comstnr: Tn the days of Jesus’ ministry, the
witings we now call “the Old Testament” were not
called that. Those writings were then called “the
Law, and the Prophets, and the Writings” So
s plainly said Ho did not come t destroy,or do
‘away vith the laws of God contained in those
Seriptures, but to “fulfl"—ovey—the!

God's Church, says Paul, is built on the very
SOUNDATION of the apostles and prophets, with
Jesus Christ being the chiel commerstone (Eph.
2201, Much of the doctrine and teaching of God's
Neww Testament Church comes from the prophets
whose writngs aze recorded in what we call Old
Testament Seriptures!

5. Was Jesus prophesied to magnify the law?
I 4221,

ot Just as the OId Covenant satutes and
judgments magnified the Ten Commandments, 50
Christ amplifed the Ten Commandments in the
New Covenant to include obedience to them in
thei spiritual inten. Notice now the fullintent of
the law which Spirit begotten, “spiritual Israel-
tes” should be stiving to obey today.

6. Did Christ show it was not enough 1o keep
God's Jaw in the letter, but that it must now be

kept in its fll spiritual intent as well? Matt.
5212, 2128,

Commtt: Under the terms and conditions of
the New Cosenant, we are o keep God's Ten Com-
mandments i their ful piritual incent. Not only
are we o efrain rom committing the physical acts
of adultery and murder (the lotter of the law), we
are also to avoid committing them in our
thoughts!

7. Did Chistalso mageity,or spell ot the spir-
itual intent.of, certain statutes and judgments?
Verses 38.42. What s the intended purpose of
keepin the laws of God according to ther spircusl
intent? Verse 48 (*Be ye" is more correctly trans-
lated “Become ye.")

s Remember that Jesus was giving
imstructions, ot for a civil government such as
ancient ezael', but for aspiritual cHurc.

In verses 38-42, Christ uoted from the O1d Co-
enant—from Exodus 2124, He revealed thata true
Christan should be willng, i necessary, t sulfer
‘wron done 1o him (s also I Peter 219.20; Rom.
L517). Josus eas magnifsing, for the Nevw Testa:
ment Church, the APPLICKTION of the civil laws
siven to ancient Tsrael—not abolihing them, but
magnifying them and making them more honor
able (Isa. 4221).

He raised ther from nareow, national laws—
iven toa camnal nation to be administered accore
ing (0 the srict etter—to  spiritual lane regulat-
ing, limately, the whole of human society. Six
times Jesus said: *Ye have heard that it was sad by
therm of ol time .. But T say unto you. " And
then He proceeded to expound the spiritual prin-
ciples underlying the civil lsws given to ancient
Tracl,

8. A we learned earler in this lesson, the sacr-
fiialLaws of ancient lsraelpointed to the supreme
sacrifice of Chrst, Since His sacifce has occurred,
are there any “sacrifices” 10 be offered today? |
Peter 2:5; Rom, 12

Connt: To offer animal sacrifices as
reminders of sins already paid for by Jesus, who.
e His life in ull payment for all sins that man-
Kind would ever commit, became needles after Ho
died in x0. 31. However, today Christians are to
offer spiritual sactifce. 1 is @ spiriual principle
o offer one's sel in lving obedience—to “sacti-
fice” the sell—to

the Prospective Bride

“The Old Covenant was made with a people upon
thei promise to obey. They disobeyed. The New

Levton 17
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Covenant shall be made only with a Spirt-born
Church-—a people who, during their mortal lives
will have been begotten by God's Spirit and
already provep thei willingnes to obey God! The
0ld was made with sinning mortals. The New il
be made with righteous immor

s very important that we understand!

Are we plainly told i the Seriptures that
Spiit-hegotten Christians are (o “marry” Josus
Christ? Rom. 7:4. Is the Church now engaged, or
betrothed, to Christ? 11 Cor. 11:2. But before
Christ marries His Chureh, what docs He ntend to
do with her? Read Ephesians 52232, noticing
cspeciall verses 26.21.

Comser: The one and only Church of God is
now the affanced Brido of Christ—destined to
marry Christ after being made spiit at the rosur
rection, which wil occur at.His coming, Jesus
Christ and the Church will e bound together in
marriage or ETRRNITY by the torms and conditions
of the New Covenant!

But before Christ marries the Church, He
intends to “leanse” it from sin by the power of the
Haly Spirit (verse 26). Finally,at the resurrection,
when born of the Spirit of God, she will be truly.
“spotless”—free from a sinning nature, now pos-
sessing the holy, sinless nature of the God family
1 Peter 1:4; 1 John 2:9), capable of perfect obe-
dience 1o Christ for eterniy. T is then that Chst
will ey His porfecly obedient Church.

2. Why is the New Covenant called a “betier
covenant”™ Heb. 56, Notice specially the last four
words. s the Holy Spirit one of the better prom.
fses? Verse 10; [ Cor. 33.

Constn: Recall that the O1d Covenant was
based on the birthright promise God had made to
Abraham. 1t was made with only one nation-
Trael 1 promised only temporary material, carth
Iy blssings. The Old Cosenant Israelites had no
promise of receiving the Holy Spirit then, which
could have begun o write God's laws in their
hearts and minds. But we can, as God calls and
begets s with His Holy Spiri!

Even though the New Covenant has not et beer,
made—that 3, in coniract language, “signed,
cesled and delvered™those whom God calls are
privilesed 1o begin having God's law wrtten in
hei hearts by the Holy Spirt. They can now have
the lf-begetting, sin-overcoming Spirit of God to
open their minds 1o spirial understanding and
e them in iving God's way. God's Spirt can be
‘within to empower them o overcome Satan and do
the work of God's Church!

3. How does ane receie the Holy Spirit? Acts
235 Docs he or she then become & member of the

body, r Church, of Chris? I Cor. 12:12:13. What
are Spiit-begotten Christians to do once they
become  part o God's Church.the future wife of
Christ? 1T Peter 318; Rov. 21T, Matt. 2613

Conner: Having God's Spiit dwelling within
s s not emough. We must use it to begin growing
in the knowledge and spirtual understanding of
God's Word, increasing in the attibutes of God's
spirtual character (Gal. 5:22.23). We must also
overcome the devil' attcudes, which he broadeasts
0 our minds (Eph. 22). And we must endure until
death or the eturn of Christ

These are the prior requirements for entering.
into the Nevw Covenant marriage rlationship with
Christ a the soon-coming resurrection. 1t is then
Abraham's spiritual seed—heirs through Christ—
will nberit ol the other marvelous things promised
i the New Cosenanteternal ife, sonship in the
Kingdom of God, rulership over the nations with
(Chris, and the earth as an everlasting possess

Thote God has called to enter into.the New
Cosenant marvisge with Christ st His soon retum
are now preparing 1o become the wife of Christ.
Others in past ages who were called, chosen and
faithul o God's way until death have aiready been
prepared by God. They are awaiting the rosur-
rection from the dead when they, too, will enter
into the New Covenant marriage with Chrst along
with those who will stil be alive at Christ's com-
ing,

"Afte His return, Chist will continue to propose.
the New Covenant with humans who are born dur-
ing the Millennium, as wellas with those who are
resurtected during the Great White Throne judg-
ment period afer the Millensium, It is during the
Tatter period when allof ancient sraclwil be given
their opportunity to enter into the Now Covenant
with Christ,

. How is the glorious marringe of Christ, the
“Lamb," desceibed in Revelation 19:6:97 Will
(Christs Church be ready to marry Him at His
retum? Verse 7. Will she indeed be puriied and
Sinless then? Verse 5. I i clearly the resurrected
saints who will marey Christ? Same vers.

Connnr: At the time of the first resurrction,
when Christ comes in supreme power an glory, He
will marry a repentant, orgiven, s rce “spiritual
Irael"—tho New Testament Church born ito the
Kingdom of God! The New Covenant wil have
been made with them.

“The time of thiwedding is very soon indeed! As
John wrote, “Blessed are they which are called
unto the marringe supper of the Lamb” (Rev.
199),

Will You be aman them?
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