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ISTHISTHE ONLY
DAY OF SALVATION?

Modern Christianity teaches that ther
people—the LOST and the SAVED.

are only two classes of
t what about those who

die never having heard the name of Christ? Would God be fai to
‘condemn them?

the devil s fever

can “lost” forever
T this i true,
I God and

o do you think is winning?
tan are in  titanic battle for
human lives, and if God is as all-powerful as the
Bible reveals, then why is five.sixths of the world
non-Christan today? And why have thousands of
millions already died without ever having had &
chanc to be saved?

AWAITING RESURRECTION

ons oughaut Wistory disd wihout becor
ton Modars rolgon eachs they e i 1t bl 1 Bile does ol

False Assumptions!

Many sermons have been preached based on the
premise that “there is no middle ground. Either
vou are this minute saved, or you're a lost soul”™

Many people have gricved over dead loved ones
who had never made a profession of Christ. Per.
haps over one who was a terrible sinner; perhaps
ver one who lived a “good” e, but never became
an active church member. Sl others griove
becatise they are not sure whether some loved ane
died "saved.”

1 true Christans. Othr
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‘WHAT OUR
STUDENTS SAY

“1 am enjoying the Bible correspondence course
youare sending to me. Every time | finish alesson |
feel 30 alert and positive with the truth of Christ
and of the Kingdom. 1 am finally geting straight
‘answers o questions I've had, and answers o ques.
tions I've never thought of asking.

—C.G., Tyngsboro, Massachusetts

“I am thiilled with the lessons! 1 have been a
member of the Worldwide Church of God since
1970 and 1 am stll learning the deep, spiitual
intent of God's laws. M. Armstrong savs we must
o this s one way 10 do it Anyone who docs ot
take advantage of the correspandence course is
missing a great deal.”

DL, Fresno, Califoria

“Yesterday, 1 received Lesson 15. It really is
amazing. | always wondered what our features will
look ke in the resurrection of the just. My ques-
tion was answered in this lesson,

A, Jamaica, New York

L just wanted o express my appreciation for ll
the lestons 1 have been receiving. Lesson 12 was
absolutely fantastic. 1t brought to mind all the
things 1 have been learning. It also put together
what the Christian life is all abou. I'm glad that
the lessons will continue, One can never stop learn-
ing about the Bible.”

_JT., Lake Hiawath,

ew Jersey

“I have just completed correspondence course
Lesson 11, and feeling it i o eteenal necessty that
I follow what Christ has told me to do through His
Word so clearly explained inallthe lessons,  want
toseck counsel and water baptism. Please rush me
the name and telephone number o God's true min-
ister in my area”
G.R, APO San Francisco, Calfornia
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st their opportunity for savation. God is not fn
the process of saving everyane now.

‘After Christ. returns and establishes the King.
dom of God on carth, He will then begin to teach
the way of salation'to millons. They wil have
their callng and opportunity to understand God's
truth and be born into His Family duriog the
lenniu.

Tt what about the multiple thousands of

.
Vions who have already died without ever hearing or

understanding the way of salvation? Afer the Ml
Tenniumm, they will b resurrected to mortal life and
iven their opportunity to understand God's ruth,
to be begotten by God's Spiri, to grow in His

character, and to become Spirit-born members of
His ruling Family.

God is o respecter of persons (Acts 10:34).
Everyone will ultimately be called and given an
opportunity to receve salvation! God is bsalutely
fuirl

“The truth about this important subject s plaiely
revealed in the pages of your Bibl. So be sure to
ook up and read each verse given in answer t the
questions. Don'tjust read his lesson—prove the
ruth from the Bibie. “Prove all things; hold fast
that which i good” (1 Thess. 52

Let's begin this eye-opening and encouraging
study of God's Word.

LESSON 21

Why This Worl

God, the Ruler of the entire universe, asignect
the archangel known as Lucifer to_ administer
God'e government on this carth. But Lucifer

belled against. the government of God, and so
God changed his name (o Satan, which means
adversary, competitor, enemy.

Bt God has not et taken away Satan's theone
of authorit. According to God's plan, He has
allowed Satan o continve ruling the carth until his

1, i offcially installed by
God in that office of autharity.

In previous studies we loarned that Satan subtly
deceived Eve n the Garden of Eden. Satan did not
tell Eve: “Choose my government and my way of
vanity and self.centeredness, and reject God.” He
templed her with the beauty of the forbidden tree,
appealed to her intelectual vanity, implied that
God wasn'.ai to withhold cerain knowlodge,and
told her she woulda'tdie (Gen. 3:16), assuring her
she was already an immortal soul dwelling in o
‘material hody.

e was thoroughly_deceived into believing
Satan and disbeliving e ate the forbidder
it and gave some of it o her husband o cat aso.
“Thus Adam willingly, but not willaly, disobeyed
God. When Adam took the forbidden frit, he ook
10 himself the authority to determine the spirtual
Knowledge of good and evil. Ho appropriated the
prerogative of deciding what is good and evil
wha is right and wrong—what s righteousness
and what s sin. But Adam did not have this ability
of himsel,

“Thus the first humon disbelieved and disobesed

God, choosing to go his own way and do his own
thing. When Adam chose o reect God'sauthority,
e rejected revealed siritual knowledge from God.
Ho chose instead to follow Satan's slf-orented
way of lfe—his way of “get” ax opposed to God's
way o “give.” Consequently,all mankind, except
for a few God has specially chosen to call out of
Satan's world, has been deceived by Satan for
almost 6000 years.

Stated anather way, oue first. parents were “kid
napped” by Satan, and followed the way of life of
the Kidnapper rather than their potential spritual
Father, whom they disbelicved and disabeyed

By following Satan's way and rejcting God,
Adam in effect chose Satan a5 the “god” of man.
Kkind. And the Bible shows that God has allowed
Satan 1o influence and doceive mankind ever since
‘Adam ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of
ood and ev

Let'sreview a few of the scrptures proving these
fcts

4.1 Satan the god of this world? I Cor. &4 Has.
he Blinded people to God's truth? Same verse. I
Satan also the princo o the povwer of the ai? Eph.
22 Does he influence, or “work in," the disobe-
dient? Sam verse. Has he indeed doceived the
world? Rev. 129,

(Conet: Satan, the “prince of the power of the
air” influences mankind by “broadeasting”
moods and attitudes of vanity and selfshness to
the human spirit in each individual. Humans
unwittingly accopt and express these atitudes as
their_ own. “Human nature” is actually Satan's
nature expressed.in humans. Because they have
been deceived, they are unaware of this spritual

s
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Satan’s Deceptions
Began Millennia Ago

For nearly 6,000 yoars, God has allowed Satan to
daceive tho world thiough alse beliefs and praciice
such a5 the worship of idols made of wood and stond
and honoing "departed souls” of the dead.

The teaching that a person is cither saved or lost.
comes from the assumption that God is ot to save
the world now_—that the mission of the Church is
t0save mankind nov—that this s the “only day of
i that this time is just about over.
These assumptions are all absolutely false!

Why Most Have Not Understood

e vast majority of people have never heard the
true Gospel—the good news of the coming King-
dom of God. And o thse who hav heard it, most
have not understood that message because Satan
ha deceived them (Rev. 129). Therefore, they
never had a chance to understand and bo saved!

‘Are they all through no faultof their own, “los
forever?

Shocking as it may sound, God does not intend
for everyone to understand His truth at this time!
If He did, they would understand!

Many think that Jesus spoke inparables to make.
His meaning clearor. This was not the reason. He
spoke i parables to hide His real meaning so most
of Hi hearers would not understand. After Josus
had spoken the parable of the sower, He plinly

tald His disciples whom He had called,
given 1o the rest (those who had not then been
called) to understand the truth about the Kingdom
of God. They were not. permitted to understand!
(Mark £10-12; Matt. 13:10-12,)

God has allowed the vast majority of humanity.
o be blind to His truth. He has olloed Satan to
deceive the whole world. It is God's purpose and
plan that, until Chris returns,only those whom He
specially calls (John G:41, 65) can understand the
troe way of salvation.

‘As we learned in the previous lesson, the future
members of God's Family wil be the kings, prests,
teachers and administrators in His soon.-coming
world.ruling government. Only a comparatively
few are now being called to 6l these positions.
They are receiving the training necossary to pre-
pare them to teach all mankind when God's King.
dom is set up, with world-ruling headquarters in
Jerusalem,

Everyone to Be Called

God reveals. in His inspired Word—the Holy
Bible—that those He has not vet called have not

Ambasaadr G
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“A Sower Went
Forth to Sow ...”

After Jasus spoke the parable o tho
Sower, Ha 1od s alaciples hat He
Spoko in parabios s0 most pecple
Would not ‘ndarsiand the 1o
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broadeasting by Satan, and do not even know that
they have been deccived.

2. Do rue Christians belong o Christ and God?
Mark 0:41; 1 Cor. 323; 620, Is that because God,
through Christ, had o “buy” them back? Matt
2025 Col. 114, 1 Tim, 246 1 Pet. 115.19,

Couni: “Redeem” (irom which the word “re
demption” comes) means to recover ownership of
something that had been los. 1f we are Chlstans,
(Christ has redeomed.us—*bought us back,” 50 10
speak Hissacriicoallowsus, with God's elp.tocease.
being the kidnapped children of Satan, and become.
the Spirit begotten childeen of God! The fact that
(Christ ha o pay aransom (His e o buy back those
‘who are now His proves tha we al have belonged to
Satan!(See John 48 Llohn 35; Rom. 616,

3. What did God warn Adarm that the penaly of
sin would be? Gen. 217,

‘Conir: Adam and Bve sinned when they ate
the frit from the tree of the knowledse of good
‘and evil. God had foreseen that possibilt. Bot He
could not suspend the penslty He had plainly said
would follow disobedience.

So how would God rescue His potential siriual
ehildren from the Kdnapper—Satan the devil? By
decrecinga th vy “foundation of the world” (Rov.
135) hispresent civiization based on Satan'sway,
which begansehen Adamsinned—that Hewouldsend
His foture Son, Jesus Chrit, o ive without sin and
pay thepenalty o man'ssins.

1t wasalso determined by Go at that time that
al of Adam's children should die: "I s appointed
unto men once o die, but after this the judgment”
(Heb, 5:27). But how could a man be judged after
e s died? We'll loarn the answer s we continue
studying the Bible with this esson!

‘4. Did Satan offr o give Chrst rlership of all
the Kingdoms of the world if He would worship
him? Matt. 489, Did Christ acknowledge that
Satan i the ruler of this world? John 14:30.

Coumets This and the other verses we have,
read clearly show that Satan is the ruler of this
present evil world. But he retains that power only
by God's express permission. God has assgned
Satan 6,000 years in which to rule over mankind.
When that time expires, Christ. will frciby inter
vene in world affairs and reestablish the govern.
ment of God on carth. He will then rule the world
for the next 1,000 years. Thus God's plan spans a
period of one prophetic “week,” since a day is as a
thousand years with God, and a thousand years as
aday (1T Pet. 38).

God has said to Satan, in effect: “Six “days” shall
thoulabour,and doall thy work:but the seventh day’
sthesabbathof the Lok thy God: init thoushalt not

doany work” (Ex. 20:910) The frtsix days o this
prophetic week God has turned over to Satan, and
iven i free reign toinfluence and deceive

Satan's work it a abor of deception—of deceiv-
ing. mankind—of turning God's truth upside
down.—causing honest, sincere people o accept a
counterfet for the gonuino—deceiving people (o
sin. And how successflly he has worked at. hix
occupation for nearly 6,000 sears!

We are ow nearing the end of Satan'ssx millen.
il daye of work. And the coming seventh millenni
dayshall e the Sabbath ofthe Lord God. That“day’
will ot belong toSatan It belongs o God. Init Satan
shallnotdo.any work. He wil be chained, resrained,
‘and thrown into the symbalic “bottorless pit” (Rev
20:1.3), Hewill no be llowee o deceive anyone dur.
ing the Millonnium.

When Chist retuens to earth, He wil seize rul.
ership from the archdeceiver who has deceived and
swayed humanity. Chrst il then restrain the
builder and rulr of this world's civilization and
bind him for 1000 years!

Josus Hid the Truth About Salvation!

When Jesus Christ came to earth nearly 2000
‘ears ago, it was ot o set up His Kingdom (John
18:36). Christ did not, ot that time, come o
Festrain Satan from deceving the world.

Contrary to what many have been g, nei-
ther did Christ come (o carth the first time 0 call
everyone to salvation. Rather, He came to deiver
His Father's message-—the Gospel of the Kingdom
of God. That message included salvation through
Christ. But Jesus did not. try to get everyone o
beliove this wonderful message!

Notice the New Testament proof that Cheist did
ot try o convert everyone.

1. Did Jesus speak to the multitudes in parables
o make His meaning clearer, or to hide it 50 the
public would not. understand? Matt. 13:10-15;
Mark 4:11-12. Did He speak (0 the general public
only in parables? Matt. 13:34 Was this because it
was ot the time for mast o be forgiven ther sins
and converted? Mark 412,

2. Did Christ explain the meaning of His par.
ables only to His disciples? Mark 4:1:2, 10-11;
Matt. 1310-11, 16,

Conmer: Chiist preached the Father's Gospel
tothe public s  uitness. But He worked with only
a few specialy caled and chosen discipls,or stu:
dents. They were the ones whom He really wanted
o understand the truth about salvation and His
coming government on carth.

3.Did Josus often try o avoid crowdsof people?

s
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would be needed for His Kingdom, so He planned
ahead—predestined—that Howould call some o this
training,especilly n this age.

2. When did God decide to call certain ones at
cortain times? 1 Tim. 19 Eph. 1:4-5,

Comst: I you are one now called, God “fore-
Knew” you before the foundation of the worl, this
present world order. And “whom he did foreknow,
e alio did predestinate™—to be lost? No, “to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
e the firstborn among many brethren. Moreove
whom he did predestinate, them ho lso called
(Rom. 8:29.30). Not will cal in the future.
called now in this age.

1 you are callod—if God has revealed this won-
derful truth to your understanding and vou are
begotien by His Spirit—you are having your
opportunity now-—your one and only opportunity
o prepare yoursel to be used by Christ in the
loving abor of helping to save the vast majority of
mankind in the World Tomorrow!

bt

Most Neither Finally Lost Nor Saved

1. Have llsinned and therefore earned the pen
alty’for sin—oternal death? Rom 323; 6:23. But
did Christ, the Creator of all mankind, give His
sinless life o pay that penalty in our stead? Rom.
5810, Can salvation come only through Christ?
Acts 4121 Tim, 25,

NOT YET CALLED—wost
peoplo g about their daly
Businoss wihout knowing or
undarstanding God's true
Ehanca for saivation, The
Bible snaw they e o1 con
derned 10 b loat. Thair
“aay

n: No one can come to God except
through Jesus Christ. No one can have the death
penalty he ha incurred pai in any other way. But
neither can anyone receiv the benefit of Christ's
piyment unless he has an opportunity o accept it
Noone can build God's character without His Spi
it and that Spirt s given only afte repentance,
belief and baptism. And God will not give immo
ality to anyone who has ot already proven he or
she will live God's way

Millons have lived and died without any oppor-
tunity to ulfil] any ofthese esential. They cannot
be given eternal life—they cannot yet be trusted
with the awesome powers of the God Family. They
are not “saved.” vet neither are they finally con
demned. They will have thei opportunity later.

But if they haven't finally lost salvation, then
who has? Actually, oly a vy small minority. The
Bible describes two ways a person can lose salva
tion,

2, Wil those whom God has already called to
receive the knowledge of salvtion be given a “sec-
ond chance”if they sin willfully? Heb. 10:26.20;
6:4:6. To receve this punishment, was it frst nec
essary for them to have known God's truth? Heb,
1026,

Comsa: It s anly those to whom God has
revealed the knowledge of Histruth who have been
given a chance to understand spiritual salvation
‘and receive oternal lf. 1 they sin willully after
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Mate. 515 518 13:36; Mark 3:13; John 5:13; T:10.
Did He often el those whom He had healed not to
el anyone who healed them? Matt 8:4; 5:30;
12:16; Mark 5:35, 41-43; 7:35.36. Did He wan
everyone to know sho He really was? Matt, 16:20;
Mark 512,

‘Cons: For mastof His ministry, Jesus avoid-
ed publicity. 1t was not God's willfo everyone to
understand who Jesus was. Spiritual understand.
ing will not be granted to the world until Christ
removes Satan from earth's throne!

‘4. After three and one-half years of Christ’s
preaching, and after His death, resurrection, and
ascension into heaven, how many disciples
remained with Him? Acts 124, 15,

Connexr: The New Testament Church of God
was started with only about 120 disciples. Only
after they had been trained could they teach and
train others. Christ at first needed only a few
teachers to teach others to become teachers, so He
called only a few at that time.

‘Remember, ane can come to Chist only if God
the Father specially selects and calls him (John
6:44,65). But some will ask: “What about one who
really wants salvation—wants to believe in
Christ—is wiling o truly repent and come out of
this world and be led by God's Spiri in a true
commandment-keeping Christan life? Do you
‘mean this individual cannot come to Chst unless
God calls him?”

Answor: Such a person is being draun by God,
atherwise he or the would have no such desir.
However, most who think they are in that category
have followed o false gospel,  fale teaching and
are deceived. They have a faise idea of what sava-
tion i,  fase concept of repentance and  fose
idea of what God's wa s

5. Did God, in the Bible, tel us in advance that
He would call only  few into His Church, and that
His Church would continue to be smal, and even
persecuted? Luke 12:32 Matt. 10:16-17; 713-14;
Jobn 16:3% 11 Tim, 312,

Comny: From Christ's human ministry until
His soon return to earth, God has called only a
small minority of people. God’s Church through
the centuries has continued to be small—an “em.
brya” of God's new civilization yet to come. That
Chuch, as we learned in the last lesson, i n train-
ing 1o rule and teach the world with and under
Chist in the World Tomorros,

What Predestination R

iy 1s

Does God know ahead of time whether an indi-
vidual will be saved or lst? Has God forcordained

that some would be saved, while others are des-
ined to be los?

Does one have any choice a al regarding his or
her own salvation?

“If God knows beforehand how I am going to
decide,” reasoned a man who was worried about
the subject of predestination, “then it i al prede-
termined. If He knows in advance that 1 am to be
lost, then that's the way Tl have to docide in the
end, And since Tl lose out anyway, why try?

nd, if God knows ' going to
and be saved, Il ave to doit
in the end anyway, whether  try or not. My ult.
‘mate fate was already predetermined—destined, or
deteemined, in advance. And if that i s0, then we.
simply are not free moral agents—we have nothing.
o say about it.”

The subject of predestination has often puzzled
‘and worried many people simply becauso they have
accepted, without question, the teachings of their
religion. Let's understand exactly what the Word
of God teaches about “predestination.

1. Does the Bible say that some are “predesti.
nated” (“predestined” is the modern term) to be
called now? Rom. 8:28.30; Eph. 1:11-12. Are others
predestined, appointed or foreordained, to be
blinded in this age? 1 Pet. 28.

‘Conen: Predestination has nothing to o with,
any particular decision you will make, or your
fate—it has only o do with the time of your call-
ing—whather God calls you now o later. There is
ot one word in the entire Bible about anyone
being predestined to be lost. God has not predes.
tined o foreordained anyone either to accept or
eject Christ—to be saved o lost.

The decision we make rogarding our salvation s
not predetermined. God has ordained that we
make our own decisions. God's purpose i that we
develop His character, and character cannot bo
ercated by fa. It must be developed throvigh expe-
rience. And cxperience. requires. time. Although
God tells us which decision we ought to make
(Deut. 50:19), the final decision to choose life or
death for eternity s still ours!

“The only decision that i preetermined is God's.
God has predestined some to be called ot corta

imes for a specifc purpase. The rest will be called
by God to understand the way o savation later.
Predestination simply has to do with when one is
called,

Jesus Cheist established His Church to train the
futurekings and piest of God's Kingdom—tohavea
part in teaching the way of salvation to the masses
during the Millennium, God knew far i advance that
leaders, teachers, and governmental adminisrators

‘Ambassador College BiblaCorespondenca Couse





index-10_1.png
receiving that knowlede, they will not have a sec
ond chance for savation!

There s a big difference between sinning willin.
Iy and willfully. Adam sinned wilingly, but that
docs not mean he is condemned 1o perish in the
lake of fire because of it There are only & few who
have sinned willfully, and they are condemned to
the lake of fre!

God il forgive any sin that is repented of—
even i, through weakness, temptation or habit,
the sin'is repeated. As long as a person's inten.
tion, attitude and desire is to obey God, he will
repent, and God will forgive him (I John 19).
Jesus 10d we ought 1o forgive seventy times sev.
en times (Matt. 1821.22). God is even more wil-
ng to forgive than that!

So what s a wilful o an unforgiveable sin?

I person has been given spiritual understand-
ing of God's way and has experienced the blessings
of that way. but decides he no longer wants it,
changes his atttude, deliberately chooses  lfe of
robellon, despising God's Law, then this sin is
unforgiveable because he will not repent of it/ God
will ot give eternal Ife to anyone wh insists an
Tiving Satan's way.

€ is impossible or those who hase once been
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gif,
who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the
powers of the coming age, i they fall away, to be
brought back to repentance” (Heb. 6:4.6, NIV).

Suuch people have been specially called by God
and given His Spiri,yet at some point in time they
purposels, knowingl, rejected i! Peshaps through
bitteeness, refusal to forgive others, o neglect of
prayer and Bible study, they stopped allowing God
o build His character in them. Like the servant
who did nothing with his pound or talent, they
faled in God's purpose for them. They have
becomo o calloused to their sins that they, no
‘matter what God could do to try o correct. them,
will never want to repent.

3. Did Jesusspeak of another sin that will not be
forgiven by God? Mark 528.20; Matt 12:31-92.
What grave accusation did the scribes and Phari
sces hurl at Jesus? Mark 322 Matt. 1222.24.

‘Comsta: To intentionally speak ausively (the.
meaning of the Greek word translated “blasph.
my”) against the Holy Spiitand sttribute works of
G Spiri tothe devi i to deliberately reect the
only power by which one can be converted and
siven salvation. T is a deliberat, premeditated,
wilful rejection of God and His power!

4. Now what does I Corinthians 6:2 have to say.
about a “day’ of salvation? How does Isaiah 4955,

from which 1 Corinthians 6:2 is quoted, correctly
sate it?

‘Comse: The prope translation of the Greek of
I Corinthians 62 (and the Hebrow of Laiah 19:5)
s “now i a day of salvation.” I it were true that
this s the anly time when one may be saved, God
would ot befir,for He s nowcallingonly e’

This age s indeed “the” day of savation for the
fow God is mow calling. But all others will have
their “day” of sabvation fater!

God i indeed callng some people n this age,but
the vast majority are blinded. God has purposcly
allowed them o be deceived by Satan. Therefore,
st people simply have not had & chance to
nderstand the trath about salvation. They have
ot yet had an opportunity 1o be saved:

stiruits” Called to Salvation Now

1. When Jesus came to carth about 4.000 vears
after Adam had cut mankind of from God, did He
say that the Gospel of the Kingdom of God would
be preached (o all mations during this age for the
purpose of converting them? Matt. 2614

Comnnr: The Gospel Jesus proclaimed is to be
preached in all the world only for a uitness t all
nations before the end of the present age-not to
convert them!

‘Most who hear the true Gospel do not really
understand it or the way to salvation. God's truth
s spiritual knowledge, and spiritual knowledge
cannotbe transmitted naturally o1 mortal human
‘mind (1 Cor. :11-14). Spirtual truth s revealed by
God! None can receive it though ther ears hear
the words, or their eyes see them (Matt. 13:11),
except as God opens their understanding and
reveals the truth to them by His Holy Spirt

2. Even though most. of mankind has not yet
been called to understand God's plan of salvation,
Some 0o understand and come to Christ. Are these
people specially called by God the Father? John
6144, 65. How are they referred to by the Apostle
James? Jus, LIS,

Conan: Those now called are merely the
“firstiuits” of God's plan of salvation. God has
called nly a few in this age—not forspecial favors,
but for special responsibiltes. They have been
called 1o grow in God's character 50 they, when
bom into His Family, can role righteously in the
World Tomorrow. Then they will help bring sal
tion to every mrtal during the Millenniu.

3. When was the Holy Spirit irs given (6 those
called to be irstruits? Acts 21-4. To wham was
the Holy Spirt promised? Verse 30

(Consnt: The promise was made only to those

o
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THE WORLD
IS BEING WARNED!

n preaching the Gospel o the Kingdom of God 10 all
netions, God's aposle i also waring them about
the destruction and captivity to come. Mot do not
understand that message bacause they aro ot now
being called by God

ready—and together they will rule the world from
Jerusalem during the Millennium.

Then, after this world has been freed from
Satan's ol freed from his deceptions and spir
tual influences.when this is God's world—Christ
will begin to convert everyone and bring them ino
His eternal Family!

Nillons of modern-day descendants of the so-
called “Lost Ten Tribes” of sl will have been res.
cued fromslave labor camps Inan exodus e greater
than the original deliverance of ancent Trael from
Egypt Jer. 16:14-15: 23, 78), they will e superna.
urally deliered from thei captors,

Many will then remember the warnings given
them by God's modern-day apostle before the
Great Tribulation began. Others will have been
warned during the Tribulation by two witnesses
(Rev. 11:3-12). They will be willing to admit that
thei old way of e, based on the ways of the old

‘Ambassador Cotege Bible Conespondence Gourse
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‘OVERCOMING RESISTANCE —ust

Those caledof God loday Gevelon reate spioa ChaTactar by overcomad e ol nfuences of Sfan

God had predestined to call, 1t was God, not the
apostles, who added new converts 1o the Church
(Acts 247,

The Holy Spirit which every human needs,
ites with the human spirit that is in us, 1Uis the
impregnation of God-lfe, which makes us the
begatten but not et born children of God's Fammi.
1y~ hers, but not.yet nheritors

i thespiit of understanding, imparting to the
physical brain spiritual comprehension.—the abil
1y to really understand spiritoal knowledge. It is
the divine Tove of God placed within us. It is the
faith of Christ—the same faith Jesus had—now
given to us. I s also the spiitual power we need to
Telp s turn from, resist and overcome Satan's
“get” way and turn to God's “give” way.

1 s the power by which the few irstiuits now
called may develop God's holy, righteous and per-
fect character, which is God's purpose for having
put humanity on the carth—that God may thus
reproduce Himsell.

When Adam chose to disabey God, he was cast
out of the Garden of Eden and denied further
ncces to the Holy Spirit and eternal life. He was
spiritually Kidnapped by Satan! Although the
world would then be ruld by Satan for 6,000 vears,
God knew that this was the best way for humans ta
Tearn ther leson,

Those who.are called prior to Christs return

must, with the power of God's Spirit, overcome
Satan while he i stll ruling. That is not asy, bt it
helps them o qualify for greater positions of
responsibliy in- the World Tomorrow. Greater
character is buil when ane has obstacls, such a5
the devi's influence, o overcome.

Living in a world filled with sin also helps us
learn to thoroughly hate sin (Ps. 97:10; 119:109).
The results of selishness and competition are
painfully obvious to those God call out of Satan's
world

‘Ater Christ returns and restrains Satan, a uto-
piawill inlly result that wil reffct the benefits of
God's way. The comparison with Satan's 6,000
years of ule will be spectacular!

Will Be Call

The 6000-year sentence on Adam's world
being cut off from God—is due to end in our gen
his worl, il Satan's world except for
Gods Church, is fast plunging into a period of
reat tibulation just before Chrst's return.
Suddenly, when most needed, bt least expected
by world ut offfrom God, Jesus Chst will come
in supreme supernatural power and glory s King
of Kings. He will then marry His bride.the first
frits of His Church, who have made themselves

Covsonar
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coming latr. They shall be resurrected to mortal
life and given spiritual understanding and the
opportunity to become members of God's Family.
Revelation 20 tels s when this reat res

will oceur

5. Docs the Bible speak of a
thus implying that there are other resurrections?
Rev. 2035, last part. When is the second resur
Fection? Same verse, st part.

ConmeT: The firt part of verse 5 i actually o
parenthetical comment. The verse should rea
“(But the res o the dosd lived not agein until the
thousand years were fnished ) This is the frst

The sentence, “This is the first resurrection
refers o the spiitual resurrection of the frstiruits
of Gods plan, which occurs at Chrst's return, just
before the 1,000-year period begins (vrses 4,6

Bt noticefurther the rstsentencenverse Bt
therest of the dead [those who never had an apportu-
nity to understand God's truth] lived not agoi
[would notcome up ina esurrection] unil th thou-
sand years were fnished.” This resurrection, which
occurs after the 1000 ears, i the second resur-
recton.Iisaresurtection tomortal life

6. How is the second resurection furthe clab-
orated on? Verses 11-13. How will these people be.

‘udged™ Verse 12.

Comen: The dead who stand before God
couldn't include true Christians todey, because.
they will appear before Christ and eceive their
rewards at the frst resurrection when He returns
Tt couldn't refe to those converted during the MiL
lennium, because they will have already inherited
the Kingdom during the thousand ears, after
ing a norma Ife span.

“Those in this second resurrection are those who.
died in spiritual ignorance in past ages. Their time.
of salvation oceurs fter the second resurrection!

“The Greek word transated "books” n verse 12is
bibla. 10 s from this word that the English word
“hible" is derived. The books that are opened are
the books of the Bible! They will be opened to the
understanding of the multiple thousands of mil
lions of people who had not been able to know and
understand God's purpose and plan for them dur-
ing_their_previous lifetime, never having been
called by the Father and given His Spirit of under-
Standing.

Some,assuming that “fudgment” means only the
pronouncing of  sentence based on past behavior,
have thought that. thesepeople, even if they.
repented. could do nothing to aiter their fate
Thankfully, God is merciful, ahvays willng to for-
five upon true repentance.

In this period of judgment, not nly i the Bible
opened to.their understanding, but the Book of
Life it also opened. These people are given an
opportunity o receive eternal lfel God, in perfect
Tnimess, will give them the same opportunity for
salvation o now gives o those He call in this age.
However, they will not be subject to Satan's
influence as we are oday, because Satan will have
been finaly sent to his punishment (Rev. 20:10).

Let's be sure we understand the meaning of
Gos judgment referred o in Revel

7. Are true Chistians today already being
judsed by God? I Pet 4:17. I tis judgment for the
purpose that.they might avoid condemnation?
T Cor. 1132

(CowntnT: God judges His Spiritbegotten chil
dren by evaluating how wel they live by His writ.
ten Word. Their rewards in God's Kingdom, as we
learned in Lesson 20, will depend on their charac.
ter development during their mortal lie.

Those resurrected after the Millennium will be
judged the same way. They, like Spirit-bogotten
Christians today, will be given enough time to
prove they are willng to live God's way through a
lie of overcoming and obedience to God.

ith God's Spirt freely availabl, and freed
from Satan's siritual influences,they will be given
their first and only opportunity for salvation
theough repentance, baptism, and growing ingodly
character during  second mortal lf,

“Those who contine tolive God's way of e wil
be changed from mortality to immortaliy at the
end of this period of judgment.

Vast Majority to

Born of God!

Imagine, if you can, the astonishment of those
resurrected at the beginning of the period just
described. Each one willbe n his irst momen. of
consciousnesssince death. At first, some may think
they are in “heasen,” “hell,” or “purgatary.” Most
will simply be confused—bewildered.

Nothing that many had been taught about an
afterife will turn out o be true. Faced with unde-
niable evidence that their old teachings and ways
were als, they will be more wilin to admit thie,
start over and be taught the truth. Untold millons.
Who never had any religious teaching whatsoever
will sart learning from scrateh.

Who will teach these untold thousands of mil
Tions? Millons o teachers who will have been born
into God's Family in the first resurrection and
during the Milennium.

“Those resurrected back to mortal lfe wil then
undergo a process of conversion sl (o that of

‘o
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civilization founded by Satan, was wrong. And they
will gladly accept God's way.

By the millions, humans will be spiritually
begtten, will grow in God's character, and be horn
into the Family of God all during the thousand
years

4. When Iaiah the prophet was told by God that
the vast majority of lsrael was blinded (1sa, 6:10),
what did he ask? Verse 11. How long did God say.
this spiritual blindness would last? Verses 11-12.

2. Wil all Israel eventuslly be saved after the
Deliverer-— Christat His Second Coming —comes out.
ofZiontocall them tosalvation? Rom, 1:26.21.

3. Willthe nations of this carth, who have never
heard about the true God and His way of life that
leads tosalvation, learn God's ways and walk in His
pothe? Micah 4 Ise. 66:18.23; 1110,

‘Comin: The Gentiles will also come to be
taught by Christ, the returned Deliverer and “root
of Jesse” at. the time when Ho sets His hand to
Femove the spirtual blindness from the house of
racl

‘When Chris is King over ll the earth during
the Milleiom, will the Holy Spieit (represented
by “living waters") go out from Jerusalem? Zech.
1455.9, Will God pour out His Spiit on all people?
ool 228.29.

Cowster: The Holy Spiri will be made avai
able o all and will open their minds o understand
God's way of salvation. First, the modern-day
descendants of the ancient twelve tribes of Tsracl
willlearn to obey, and then, following their exam.
ple, alo all of the other nations.

“Just think what a ime ofgeea rejoicing twill be
a5 ach new member of the God Family i born into
the Kingdom of God during the Millenniun They
will then join the uling sants in preparing for the
time when' thousands of millions will be resur.
rected and taught the way of salvation after the
thousand years.

The Rest Called After the Millennium

All who live during the Millennium il have
their chance to participate i the salvation process.
They will have their opportunity to grow spir
wually toward spiritul birth into the God Fansly
But what about those who have alrady died with.
out having understood God's truth?

1. Did Paul clearly understand that the people
of lracl, and mankind in general, were spiritually
blinded? Rom. 10:16, 18-21. Although these Isracl-
ites heard the Guspel, they did not obey it. Was
this because God had purposely allowed. their
blindness? Rom, 1138, 25, 2. Yet, did Paul know

that they would have a future opportunity to
receive salvation? Verse 25,

Comsaner: When Paol said “al Iszael shal be
saved,” he meant AL, Tsral,including those of his
day. But when wil they be iven their opportunity
o come to the spiritual knowledge of salvation?

2. Docs the prophet Esekil describe a resur-
ection of dead Teralites back to mortallfe? Exek.
BT11-13. I this learly a resurrection to physical
life—do the bodies have leh, skin and bones, and.
require it to live? Verses 59.

3. Will God alsogive His Spirit o these millions
of people? Verse 14. Will the Gentiles lso be res-

rrected and return to their “former estate™? Ezck.
16:5.
‘Connn: srac is a type ofall nations. Ezekiel's
prophecies describe a time when both Isralites
and Gentile who died in siritual ignorance will be
given an opportunity to receive salvation.
Al the inhabitants of Sodom died centries.
before Eaekiel wrote this (Gen. 19:24.25). God can
“bring back their captives” (RAV trandlation of
Eaek. 1659 or “restore their fortunes” (Mofftt,
RSV and NIV) anly by resurrecting them! Al
unconserted sraclites wil be resurrected at the
Same time as those Geniles, and all will be given
their frst_opportunity for salvation! (Verse 62)
The prophet Esekiel doca not explain when this
resurrection occurs, but Christ did reveal it in His
tion to the Apostle John.
4. Docs God want. 1o eventually call and save
everyone? Il Pet, ;1 Tim. 21, Is everyone saved
at thesame time, or i there a definite time order or
Sequence? 1 Cor, 15:22-24
‘Conin: Even as all men die the same all will
e made alive (verse 22). Eversone who has ever

ived and died will bo resurrected —frs. Christ was
resurrected, then later the saints who lived a
died before Christ’s Second Coming will b resur-
rected. But what about the vast majority who never
were Christs? Verse 24 includes thern al in “the
end"—when Christ completes His job of conquer.
ing overy enems; (verse 25). That happens after the
Millennium (Rev. 207-10).

Those who have not heard or understood the.
truth have not been consigned to eternal death
They have ot sinned willully. They never had
@ chance! Even if some have lived up to the best
they knew while alive, the Bible teaches only
one way to salvation - through belef in Christ
(Acts 4:12) and spiritual conversion as defined in
the Bible.

Most of our loved ones who have died “unsaved”
in al probability did not die lost, They most lkely
were not called during this age, but their call is

Losson 2t
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Supplementary Reading

for all our
Students

Send for your
free subscription to
the GOOD NEWS

The GOOD NEWS is & unique magazine!
Published without Cost or obigation {0 you,
it is a fllcolor, top qulity, superbly
written monthly publicaion for those who
seek frue understanding of God's Word.
You'l read articles about God's glorious
purpose for mankind, on Christian fving,
prophecy and much more. No vague.
theories are expounded—only the inspiring
TRUTH of the Bible! How about some
“good news' for a change?

Use the convenient coupon
and envelope in this lesson

ADDITIONAL READING
FOR THIS LESSON
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King Soomon. the Gusen o the S wi have her
Copertunty for satvaton et the Milonum.

Spirit-begotten Christians today. They will be
taught God's Law, and willlear they are gaily of
i and deserving of the death penaliy fo al cter
ity a5 a result of their sins. They will learn of

and that Chist paid the penalty for
them, if they will accept His payment. The vast
majority will undoubtedly repent.

Upon repentance and faith in Christ as their
personal Savior, they will be forgiven and God's
Spirit wil be given to them. Then they, as Spirit
begotten children of God, can begin growing spiri
tually—developing God's holy, righteous and per.
fect character within them.

For many, unlearning all the falschoods learned
in their fist life and learning God's true ways will
take time. And buikding character will take time.
because character can be developed only throvgh
time and experience

1. How long will thei period of judgment last?
Tsa. 65:20.

God's mercy

v This verse in Tsaioh apparently refers
o this judgment period, suggesting that those res
urrected then willive for 100 years, no matter how
old they were when they died.

God i great, merciful, loving, not willng that
any shauld perish. He wants all to come to the
knowledge of the truth and o true repentance. But

He knows it is best that most people come to
understand His truth in & better world than this
present exil world. That is why they wil be raised
up in the second resurection— resurretion into.
a world free of Satan's deceptions, and lovingly
ruled by the God Family

They will be abl to compare the results of 6,000
years of Satan's “get” way with the 1,000 years of
God's “give” way under Christ. With 7,000 years of
humanity now history, these mortalswill face up to
what their previous experience in si realy proved.
“The vast mojority will choose God's way

2. How did Jesus refer to this special “day” or
period of judgment for people who have yet to hear
and understand the wonderful message of sl
ton? Matt. 11:20-24; 12:41-42.

‘Connent: Christ mentioned the people of Tyre
and Sidon, Sodom, Ninevl
finally the Queen of the South. All o these exam:
ples of people who lived in diflerent generations
are compared to the citizens living in the cities and

e of Jess”day, the vast majority of whom did
ot understand or believe Christ's message. Josus
tlls us that they are all to be resureected with the
generation that lved during His time!

Jesus gave enough examples of people living at.
widespread times 10 prove that most of humanity
will be alive at the same time on this carth, There
will be pre-Flood men and women, all 12 tribes of
Tracl, those who lived during the Middle Ages and
the vast majority living now. Even babies and chil
dren who died untimely deaths will be resurrected
then, They will allrise in the second resurrection
because they had not been called by God during
their frt lfetime.

“This group includesall people ofal times exce
those who will have already been born of God, and
those reltivel fw individuls whoalready had theie
opportunty to receive cternal life, but deliberately
eeccted it having sinned wilflly. Those fow will be
resurtected n the third and final esurrection to be
castintothe lakeaf fir (Rev. 2014.1),

The ancient peoples Jesus mentioned in Mat.
thew 11 and 12 would have repented if He had
persanallycome to them i theirday. And they uill
repent. and receive the Holy Spirt when resur.
rected into a world that has been personally ruled
by Jesus Chrit for 1,000 vears!

Your Bible shows that the cast majorty of those
who have ever lived willfinally be born into God's
Family at the end of their coming period of juds
ment. God's master plan of salvation for mankind
will then be complete

‘How wonderful and reassuring is the truth of our
all-wise, loving and merciful Creator God!
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